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Parents, grandparents and children reading together in class 

 

Thank you to all the adults who came in to read to and with your children on Thursday morning. It 

was a very successful morning and great to see so many of you! We will definitely repeat this soon.  

 

 

 

 

Shillington  

Superstars 

 

Rainbows 
Hayden 
Joshua  

 

Unicorns 
Ben 

Toby B 
 

Dragons 
Lily 

Amy  
 

Centaurs 
Jett 

 

Phoenix 
Maisie 
Dylan 

Rosanna 
 

Exciting 

Writing 

 

Rainbows 
Joe 

Henry C 
 

Unicorns 
Limani 
Ben S 
Lottie 

 

Dragons 
Drew 

 

Centaurs 
William 

Leyla 
 

Phoenix 
Harry T 

Having had a blank playground for over a year now, we have finally had 

our playground re-painted.  It was a very exciting day, with the children 

all keen to watch it being done.  Our new markings include a fitness 

trail, snakes and ladders game and 4-way hopscotch which the children 

have been very excited about.  

 

Our Value of the Month is: Simplicity 



Page 2 SHILLINGTON LOWER NEWSLETTER  

Online Safety News …………. 

 

 

Things Parents need to know about Fortnite  

Last week Stondon Lower held internet safety sessions which were led by Sally from Bedfordshire Police and dur-

ing the class sessions there were lots of questions about the game ‘Fortnite.’  As this is such a popular game 

amongst children of all ages we would like to share research from Stondon regarding their findings: 

 The game is rated at a PEG1 12+, it is not recommended for children under 12 due to the violent nature of 

the game. 

 Although the game may seem harmless, players can talk and type whatever they want to each other.  Text can 

not be turned off and there are no filters for voice or text.  There is nothing from stopping an adult from say-

ing inappropriate comments to a child or from players using bad language. 

 There are in-app purchases which can turn this free game in to an expensive habit. 

 Short matches and accessible game play make it addictive. 

 There are parental controls to limit the length of gaming sessions,  Fortnite matches can last up to 20 minutes 

Anyone looking for online safety advice can contact the O2 NSPCC online safety helpline on 0808 800 50002 or 

pop in to an O2 store 

MOMO 

We have become increasingly aware of highly inappropriate videos circulating online which are 

being viewed by children. These video clips are appearing on many social media sites and You 

Tube (including Kids You Tube.) 

 

One of the videos starts innocently, for example the start of a Peppa Pig episode, but quickly turns 

in to an altered version with violence and offensive language. Another clip is going by the name of 

‘MoMo’ which shows a warped white mask which is promoting children to do dangerous tasks 

without telling their Parents. 

 

We will be speaking to the children in school in an age appropriate way to remind them that if 

they see anything online that upsets them then they need to show a grown up straight away. We 

encourage you to be vigilant if your child is using any device or watching clips. 

 

Please see on the next page a Parents guide which has been published by National Online Safety. 
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Online Safety News …………. 
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We started this term concentrating on writing our 
names. We had lots of practise writing our names in 
different textures such as hair gel, sand, shaving 
foam, glitter and rice.  We have started our topic 
‘Growing’ and this week we have been looking at 
babies. The children enjoyed sharing photos of 
themselves as babies and have been busy comparing 
how they have changed. Our baby clinic role play 
has proven very popular. Our Maths focus has been 
shape and we have been shape detectives looking 
for shapes in our school environment. 

Pixie News 

This week in Unicorn class the children have been 

looking at the story Whatever Next! They have com-

pleted some brilliant retellings of the story. On Tues-

day the children had a fantastic session of Judo 

where the really got stuck in and worked well to-

gether. In Maths we have been learning lots about 

subtraction and completing big jumps on the number 

line to help. Don’t forget to connect to seesaw! :)  

We have started our “Growing” topic for this 
half term.  This week, we read a story called 
“The Tiny Seed” which we enjoyed.  We planted 
cress and observed it over each day.  It’s al-
most ready so we are going to eat in sandwiches 
next week! We also all planted our own bean 
seed and decorated our pots.  We can’t wait to 
watch what happens.  This week we have been 
focusing on 3D shapes and learning the names 
too. 

Unicorns News 

Rainbows News 

Dragons News 

We had a huge surprise waiting for us after Half 
Term, our classroom was covered in footprints! 
We worked out that the footprints were from 
endangered animals, however there was one mys-
tery print which turned out to be a Dodo. We 
used the ipads to research Dodos and wrote a 
fact file using noun phrases.  In maths we have 
been learning about 2D and 3D shapes.  We also 
made symmetrical patterns using Numicon. 

Centaurs News 
For the last 2 weeks Centaurs have been delving into 

the history of the Titanic. We have been completely 

immersed in researching what happened on its fate-

ful journey and exploring what it might have been 

like to have been on-board the ship in all of its glory 

and then experience the tragedy that occurred. Both 

Mrs Young and I  are extremely proud of how all of 

the children have approached  this topic and dealt 

with the information recalled with sensitivity and 

maturity. Thank you Centaurs. 

In keeping with the theme of the Titanic, in Geogra-

phy we have plotted a map to show where we think 

the Titanic is laid  and have been very creative in 

making clay models of the Titanic, her sister ship the 

Olympic and some fantastic icebergs! 

Phoenix News 
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7th March  World Book Day—wear pj’s or dress as a book character 

22nd—24th May Year 4 Residential trip to Grafham Water 

 

  Term Dates    

2018 - 19  

Spring Term 2019  

Thursday 3rd January 2019 - Friday 5th April 2019  

 

Summer Term 2019  

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 - Friday 19th July 2019  

(Half Term 27th - 31st May)  

(School Closed Monday 6th May 2019)  

 

 

Diary Dates 

Page 5 



Shillington lower newsletter 

 

Term Dates 2019—2020 

 

These are the dates agreed with our cluster of schools for 2019—2020 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Wednesday 4th September 2019—Friday 20th December 2019 

(Half term: 21st—25th October 2019) 

(Inset days: Monday 2nd and 3rd September and Monday 28th October) 

Spring Term 2020 

Tuesday 7th January 2019 - Friday 3rd April 2020 

(Half term: 17th-21st February) 

(Inset day: Monday 6th January)  

Summer Term 2020 

Monday  20th April 2020 - Friday 17th July 2020 

(Half term: 25th-29th May) 

 

 

This week some children from years 3 and 4 visited Robert Bloomfield to take 

part in a sports multiskills festival, which this time included curling activities.  The 

children all had a good time and were beautifully behaved.   

Well done to Josh who won an award for his determination during the event.  

For the Attention of Pixie Parents; 

Please note the Governors, after reviewing the pre-school hourly rates have decided that after 

Easter hourly charges will be; 

 3/4yrs olds increasing to £4.25 per hour 

 2 yr olds remain at £5.50 per hour 
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